
New Jersey 
Forest Service

Rosa Yoo
Forest Health Specialist

609-292-2532
rosa.yoo@dep.nj.gov

2018 Strike Team Annual Conference        Duke Farms Coach Barn           April 11, 2018 



Host: Oaks 
Closest Find: Long Island, NY (2016) 
Origin: Unknown
Monitor/Visual surveys

Oak Wilt
(Bretiziella fagacearum)



Oak Wilt
(Bretiziella fagacearum)

• Leaf scorch first appears 
in early July

• By end of July/August, 
the tree is dead

• BLS symptoms can look 
like OW, but trees will 
not die within the same 
year



Oak Wilt
(Bretiziella fagacearum)

Oak Wilt Eradication
• Early detection
• Remove infected trees and 

buffer of non-symptomatic host 
trees

• Root trench – sever root grafts
• Monitor area for 5-7 years
• Sanitation is critical

– Fungus can survive in soil for 5+ 
years

– Fungus stays viable on cut wood for 
several months

– Limit pruning/bark damage until 
dormant season

http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/46919.html



Laurel Wilt Disease
Redbay Ambrosia Beetle (Xyleborus glabratus) 

Laurel Wilt Fungus (Raffaelea lauricola)

Host: Lauraceae Family 
(Sassafrass, Spice Bush, 
Avacado, Red Bay)
Closest Find: North Carolina 
Origin: RAB – India, Japan; 
LWF - unknown

“The fungus that causes 
laurel wilt (Raffaelea 
lauricola) is very 
aggressive and mortality 
is thought to occur in 
trees attacked by a single 
female beetle.”



Beech Leaf Disease

Host: American Beech
Closest Find: OH, PA, NY
Origin: Unknown
Causal Agent: Unknown

Beech Leaf Disease
• BLD first discovered in 

Ohio in 2012
• Causes leaves to discolor, 

curl, and eventually die
• Tree mortality observed, 

mainly in saplings
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