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SCS is Born
1935 Soil Conservation Service was created 
– farm assistance from federal government 
was linked to conservation 
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Office 
Locations

NJ State Office 
• Hamilton Square

Service Centers
• Hackettstown
• Frenchtown
• Freehold
• Columbus
• Woodstown
• Vineland

Plant Materials Center
• Cape May Court House



Conservation Planning
The 9 Steps
1. Identify Problems and Opportunities
2. Determine Objectives
3. Inventory Resources
4. Analyze Resource Data
5. Formulate Alternatives
6. Evaluate Alternatives
7. Make Decisions
8. Implement the Plan 
9. Evaluate the Plan













What Lands are Eligible for Farm Bill 
Programs?

For eligibility purposes in Farm Bill programs, 
NRCS considers any land on which agricultural 
commodities, livestock or forest-related 
products are produced as eligible land. 
That land can include cropland, pastureland, 
non-industrial private forestland and other 
farmlands. 
EQIP has no minimum acreage requirement; 
however, EQIP is a competitive program that 
awards points based on resource concerns to 
be addressed and other factors.



Who is Eligible for Farm Bill Program?
Applicants may include individuals, legal 
entities, or joint operations that have 
control of the land and currently manage it 
for agricultural, forest and livestock 
production. 



FY2024  Funding
o ACEP-ALE (General):  $1,040,916
o ACEP-WRE (General): $246,098
o ACEP-WRE Bog Turtle: $246,098
o ACEP-WRE Stewardship: $58,621
o AMA: $ 250,000.00
o CSP: $1,162,000
o EQIP: $ 7,416,000
o EQIP-NWQI:  $395,588
o EQIP- GWW: $85,000
o Joint Chief’s Landscape Restoration: $135,000



FY2024  Funding

o CSP-IRA: $711,000

o EQIP-IRA: $ 11,736,000





FY24 Program Applications
Total Statewide: 621

By Field Office:
 Columbus: 69
 Freehold: 48

 Frenchtown: 126
 Hackettstown: 209

 Vineland: 50
 Woodstown: 119



Top Ten By Planned Amount for 2023

1.  Cover Crop

2.  Brush Management

3. Forest Management Plan – Written

4. Forest Stand Improvement

5.  High Tunnel System

6. Tree/Shrub Establishment

7. Bivalve Aquaculture Gear and Biofouling 
Control

8.  Structures for Wildlife

9.  Mulching

10.  Fence

Top Ten By Dollar for 2023

1.  Heavy Use Area Protection

2.  Cover Crop

3. Waste Storage Facility

4. Bivalve Aquaculture Gear and Biofouling Control

5.  High Tunnel

6.  Sprinkler System

7.  Agrichemical Handling Facility

8. Restoration of Rare or Declining Natural 
Communities

9.  Roof and Covers

10.  Fence



Regional Conservation Partnership 
Program
• 1.2 Billion in FY23

• 1.8 Billion in FY24

• 3 applications, 1 funded in NJ in FY23

• 3 active RCPP from previous FYs

• NOFO out now



When to apply?
Can apply year round

Sign up cutoff typically 3rd Friday in 
October

Easements/CSP/Special Programs Spring

Joint Chiefs and WLFW GWW-May 3rd

RCPP-July 2nd
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Evan.Madlinger@usda.gov
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